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nai'' Lyttelton was known as i' Little-Tony? > to rhyme with
"money," or as "Selim Slim," so named in derision from
the character of Solim in "The Persian Letters" and from
the extreme thinness of his person. According to "The

London Evening Post," Trottplaid or F--------g was the

hireling of these politicians; the "magpie77 whom "Patron
Slim" taught to scream obscene phrases, the meaning of
which he did not know; "a dolt," "an obsequious fool,"
"an incorrigible blockhead/7 "a reptile scribbler,77 or "a
madman" found stray ins in St. James's Park, whom his
friends ought to commit to the care of the learned Dr.
James Monro, physician to Bethlehem Hospital for the
insane. In "Old England" "Aretine" had an open letter
addressed to Selim Slim, censuring Lyttelton for taking
into his service "the outcast of the playhouse! the refuse
of the booksellers! the jest of authors, and the contempt
of every ingenious reader." But all this was very mild
compared with a character-sketch of Fielding which Argus
Centoculi subsequently printed from the pen of "Porcupine
Pelagius." Fielding was there made to say of himself
down to the time that he reached a haven of rest as "the
pensioned scribbler" of the Pelham Ministry:

"Hunted after Fortune, and lived on Kept-Mistresses
for a while; scored deep at the Taverns, borrow7d Money
of my Landlords and their Drawers; burrough'd in privi-
leg'd Places among the Flatcaps of the Town, . . . abused
my Benefactors in the Administration of public Affairs, of
religious Dispensations, of Justice, and of the Stage;
hackney ?d for Booksellers and News-Papers; lampoon 7d
the Virtuous, wrote the Adventures of Footmen, and the
Lives of Thief-Catchers; erampt the Stage, debased the
Press, and 'brought it into Jeopardy; bilFd every Lodging
for Ten Years together, and every Alehouse and Chandler's
Shop in every Neighbourhood; Defrauded and revil'd all
my Acquaintance, and being quite out of Cash, Credit and

'83 1748.
